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www. OVTA.org OVTA,  Inc. , PO Box 242421, Charlotte, NC 28224 

A t the February Board 
meeting, members of the 
OVTA Board volunteered to 

participate on several task forces. All 
nine groups are addressing a number 
of organizational issues and exciting 
opportunities now facing OVTA. The 
volunteers have all committed to 
bring action items to the April Board 
meeting regarding the next steps to be 
taken for these important issues. 
 
OVTA Official Trail Guide: 
The “Official OVTA Guide to the 
OVNHT” could soon be on your 
favorite bookstore’s shelves. This 
task force is looking at what would 
appear in a useful guide to the 
OVNHT and how it could be 
structured to sell. Exploratory contact 
with publishers suggests that sales 
would be strong and could provide a 
continuing revenue stream to OVTA 
as the copyright holder. Task force 
members are Alan Bowen, Fran Dahl, 

Blair Keller, and Allen Ray.  
 
Any members with publishing 
experience, great “trail stories” or 
“classic” photographs 
should contact any of these 
Board members.  
 
National Trails Day: 
The American Hiking 
Society has sponsored a 
National Trails Day for the 
last 10 years. OVTA is 
exploring the opportunity to 
participate this year by 
hosting several small events 
along selected segments of 
the OVNHT on Saturday, 
June 7. This could be the 
first time OVTA has 
sponsored simultaneous 
events all along the trail, at least in 
recent memory. If the decision is 
made to proceed with these plans, you 
will find the OVTA events listed on 

the National Trails Day 
event calendar at www.
americanhiking.org. 
Task force members 
are Roger Byers, Gene 
Cunningham, Carol 
Keating, Blair Keller, 
and Jane Waters.  
 
If you think you could 

(Continued on page 2, Column 1) 

Small Groups, Big Opportunities 
Task forces formed to look at several promising projects 

Overmountain Victory Trail  
Association, Inc. 

Our Vision: The Overmountain Victory Trail Association shall forever preserve & 
commemorate the route and the story of the volunteer army whose victory at the Battle 
of King's Mountain was a turning point in the struggle for America's independence.  
The OVTA will ensure the trail will provide the opportunity to experience a deep sense 
of these events, the lands on which they occurred, and of the people who lived them. 

March  2003 

Our Mission: The Overmountain 
Victory Trail Association will protect, 
preserve and interpret the route of the 
Overmountain Men to the Battle of Kings 
Mountain.  

Bowen Family 
Bridges 223-year 
Trail Connection 

 
The Bowens in the Battle of 

King's Mountain 
by John M. Bowen, Jr. 

 

T he 1760's was a difficult period 
in the lives of the settlers in 
Pioneer America.  The Bowen 

family, who had settled in Pennsyl-
vania in the late 1600's, had migrated 
down to the foothills of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains in Virginia. It was during 
this period that the French and Indian 

(Continued on page 2, Column 3) 

 

(l to r) John Bowen, Jr., Scott Bowen and Alan 
Bowen join Mike Dahl on the trail in 2002. 

Photo by Jeanne Bailey 
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(Continued from page 1) 
help by inviting a troop of scouts to 
join you on the trail on June 7 so you 
can tell “The Story” of the 
Overmountain Men of 1780 and then 
walk for a ways in their historic 
footsteps, contact any of these task 
force members.  
 
Membership: 
OVTA is a membership organization 
with tremendous potential to grow 
through outreach to new communities 
of potential members. This task force 
will look at ways to encourage more 
new members to join and to retain 
more of our current members. It will 
also look at the 
dues structure 
and the benefits 
members do and 
could receive. 
The Board 
members serving 
on this task force 
are Alan Bowen, 
Scott Bowen, 
Carol Keating, 
Conrad Schliske, Leigh Van Blarcom, 
Jane Waters, Charlie Zwergel, and 
Gail Zwergel. 
 
Please share your ideas about 
membership issues with any of these 
task force members. 
 
Brochure: 
Is it time for OVTA to develop a new 
brochure to promote itself and to 
explain its mission? Members of this 
task force will consider this and may 
even design a new brochure just in 
time for the OVNHT Conference in 
late May. The task force members are 
Carol Keating, Blair Keller, Leigh 
Van Blarcom, and Gail Zwergel. 
 
If you have photographs or 
suggestions on a new OVTA 
brochure, talk to one of these Board 
members. 
 
Internet: 
“You never get a second chance to 
make a good first impression.” That’s 
why in the 21st century the OVTA 

web site is so important to how 
people see our organization, to what 
they learn about our mission and 
projects, and to getting them 
interested in joining and supporting 
us. OVTA has been blessed for 
several years now to have its web site 
created, hosted and managed through 
the dedicated and skilled efforts of 
Jamie Dahl from his home in 
California. He has been doing a 
superb job with little input from the 
Board. Now is the time for the Board 
to get involved and to help direct 
what it wants site visitors to find 
when they arrive at the next 
generation of our web site at www.

OVTA.org. The 
task force 
members are 
Jamie Dahl, 
Conrad Schliske 
and Randell 
Jones.  
 
If you have ideas 
for what you 
want to find on 

the OVTA website, talk to any of 
these task force members. 
 
OVNHT Hikers Award: 
Patches, patches, patches! Scouts love 
patches. As more of the OVNHT 
becomes open to the public for 
hiking, the trail and its story may 
become more attractive to scouting 
groups and others for recreation and 
heritage education. Would having a 
nice patch available for purchase to 
recognize a hiker’s having walked 
along portions of the trail and having 
demonstrated some knowledge of the 
historic events there be a good idea? 
That’s the question this task force is 
considering. The members are Scott 
Bowen, Roger Byers,  Conrad 
Schliske and Charlie Zwergel.  
 
If you know the scouting program or 
have suggestions on creating awards 
to recognize achievement, please 
contact any of these task force 
members. 
 

(Continued on page 5, column 1) 

(Continued from page 1) 
Wars were fought.  It was at Point 
Pleasant that Lily and John Bowen 
lost their oldest son, Moses in the vic-
torious battle fought by the Ameri-
cans. Moses was one of the fourteen 
children of Lily and John.  There 
were seven boys and seven girls.  Of 
this number, only one became a Tory 
in the 1770s.  She became a Tory due 
to the fact that she had married an 
Episcopalian minister from England. 
 
Moses' father, John, died in 
1760.  The sons in the family, who 
were of age, inherited an es-
tate.  Reese married shortly after and 
used his estate to settle further west in 
the Mountains. Robert used his in-
heritance to settle in the Pendleton 
District of South Carolina.  He was 
my fourth great-grandfather.  He had 
several children while living in South 
Carolina. 
 
As the Revolutionary War clouds 
gathered, Robert moved his family 
back into Southwest Virginia where 
his brother, Reese, had built a fort to 
fight off the Indians and To-
ries.  Reese had built this fort at his 
home, "Maiden Springs", near Taz-
well, Virginia.In 1780, Colonel Wil-
liam Campbell was asked to bring 
forces from southwest Virginia to 
North and South Carolina to fight the 
Tories who had invaded the area. So 
it was that five of the Bowen brothers 
marched with William Campbell as 
he went forward to join Colonel 
Shelby and Colonel Sevier at Syca-
more Shoals, North Carolina. 
 
As they advanced further down the 
Blue Ridge Mountains, they met 
along the way Col. Cleaveland, who 

(Continued on page 3, Column 1) 

Overmountain Victory 
Trail Conference 

May 16-18, Morganton, NC 
See pp. 6 & 7.  
Limited space.  

Register today.  
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O n January 30, the National 
Park Service’s Harpers Ferry 
Center delivered a Wayside 

Exhibit Proposal to Paul Carson, su-
perintendent of OVVI. The document 
is a blueprint for wayside exhibits 
along the Overmountain Victory Trail 
in Cherokee County, South Carolina. 
(Using the official abbreviation 
scheme for national park units, the 
OVNHT is known within NPS as 
“OVVI.”) Funded by OVVI in 2002 , 
the proposal suggests that four exhibit 
stops be established for the segment 
of trail, which also serves as the 
Cherokee County Greenway. This 
greenway connects Cowpens National 
Battlefield with Kings Mountain Na-
tional Military Park, by way of the 
Overmountain Victory National His-
toric Trail.  
 
“The seven wayside panels and their 
installation are estimated to cost 
about $41,000,” says Paul. “The 
funding process for these waysides 
has already begun and, if everything 
works out, we could have these way-
sides in place no later than the spring 
of 2005.”  
 
An Exhibit Planner from Harpers 

Ferry Center visited the 
35-mile trail segment in 
July, 2002 and met with 
representatives of the three 
parks, as well as OVTA 
member and Greenway 
Chairperson Paul LeFran-
cois. Afterwards recom-
mendations for the design 
and installation of wayside 
exhibits were prepared. The 
waysides are recommended 
for the trailheads at Cowpens and 
near Kings Mountain’s Visitor Cen-
ter, as well as stops at Lake Whelchel 
and Cherokee Ford. “The contents of 
the proposal do not give specifics on 
such aspects as final text and design,” 
says Paul. “For final design and in-
stallation we will continue to solicit 
and incorporate dialogue among all 
the interested parties.” 
 
The Proposal mentions that the swift 
movement of Patriot militia through 
the Carolina piedmont on horseback 
has gotten little attention and offers a 
“powerful potential interpretive 
‘hook’ for engaging visitor interest. 
Images of horsemen in motion can 
provide a sense of drama, and make 
the Overmountain waysides immedi-

ately distinctive from the new Kings 
Mountain waysides or those battle-
field waysides now at Cowpens.”  
 
“Telling the story of the Overmoun-
tain Men of 1780 through wayside 
exhibits is important to helping visi-
tors understand the connection be-
tween the place and the events,” says 
Paul. “The next step toward eventu-
ally getting waysides installed for the 
entire 330 miles of trail is to request 
the Harpers Ferry Center to prepare a 
comprehensive wayside plan. I intend 
to pursue that study with funds from 
this year’s budget. That plan will 
guide the installation of future way-
sides for all of the Overmountain Vic-
tory National Historic Trail.” 

Creative designers from NPA Harpers Ferry Center 
have developed several conjectural ideas for possible 
OVNHT waysides. 
 

Telltale Signs 
NPS plans interpretive displays for the OVNHT 

(Continued from page 2) 
had rounded up North Carolinians to 
fight against Col. Ferguson. They fi-
nally surrounded him at Kings Moun-
tain, South Carolina and totally de-
feated his army.  One of the brothers, 
Reese Bowen, was killed in the battle. 
It is believed that Robert, Charles, 
Arthur and Hugh Bowen (all broth-
ers) moved Reese's body some twenty 
miles north to Shelbyville, North 
Carolina. The name Reese has been a 
name carried down in the Bowen 
families through every generation 
since 1780. 
 
After the Revolutionary War, Robert, 
my fourth great-grandfather, relo-
cated back to Pickens County, South 

Carolina.  Here they lived for over 
100 years. My father was born in 
Pickens County, South Carolina, near 
Georges Creek, in 1900.  In 1918, he 
and his brother, James Oliver, moved 
to Atlanta, Georgia, where I was born 
in 1922. 
 
I can remember my father and his 
brother going to ceremonies at Kings 
Mountain to celebrate the battle.  It 
was always with great pride that they 
told the stories of their families' par-
ticipation in the victory.  If Dad were 
still living and able, he would very 
much enjoy being a part of the annual 
OVTA reenactment program. I will 
be 81 in November of this year and 
hope to have a part in the reenactment 

program for many years to come. 
 

The Whelchels of South 
Carolina 

by Emily W. Bowen 

In our association with the OVTA we 
have come to know many interesting 
people.  Each with a "story" to tell 
and each with a different reason for 
wanting to reenact and preserve the 
trail. As we move from one historical 
point to the next and look out over the 
terrain, each of us has stirring within 
us different visions and emotions.  All 
this in an effort to grasp how these 
brave men must have felt as they be-

(Continued on page 4, Column 1) 
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T he Board of Directors voted at 
the February meeting to adopt 
preparation of a proposed 

“Trail Land Inventory” as the next 
step in carrying out the organization’s 
trail protection effort. No budget was 
adopted with this approval; however, 
Alan Bowen, Board director from Re-
gion 6-Georgia,  volunteered to pre-
pare and to submit a project for possi-
ble funding under the NPS Challenge 
Cost Share Program. Thanks primar-
ily to the fundraising efforts of Mike 
Dahl and the Bowen family, OVTA 
currently has over $13,000 earmarked 
for trail protection efforts. If an ac-
ceptable project can be created, NPS 
funding could potentially match 
whatever monies OVTA commits.  
 
“Only 27 miles of the historic route 

followed by the Overmountain Men 
of 1780 remains in undeveloped con-
dition,” said Mike Dahl. “If OVTA 
wants to fulfill its stated objective of 
preserving and protecting this histori-
cally important route, we cannot wait 
any longer. In the 25-plus years since 
this organization was founded, not 
one mile, not one segment, not one 
footstep has yet been preserved. This 
is our opportunity.” 
 
The membership at the 2000 annual 
meeting committed itself to support-
ing efforts to protect the trail. Map-
ping of the trail using GPS (i.e., satel-
lite) technology was completed in 
2002 as the first step in a trail protec-
tion effort. This mapping project was 
jointly funded by OVTA and NPS. ●  

Second Phase of Trail Protection Effort Adopted 
Inventory of land owners is next step  

Detail from illustration by Louis S. 
Glanzman, With Fire and Sword by 
Wilma Dykeman, NPS (public domain) 

(Continued from page 3) 
gan their journey into the wild un-
known. 
 
It was under Colonel Williams that 
five of my ancestors volunteered to 
serve. There was a father, Dr. Francis 
Whelchel, Sr. and four of his sons 
who came forth to serve their coun-
try.  I can imagine the anguish in the 
hearts of their families left behind.  I 
can well imagine the fear of the wives 
and mothers of those brave men as 
they rode off to war.  Sometimes 
families lived far apart and each was 
left to his own resources to fight off 
Indians, disease and pesti-
lence.  Many times communication 
between families and neighbors was 
nonexistent. It must have taken every 
fiber of their being to meet these chal-
lenges on the homefront.  God must 
have been close to all of these brave 
people. 
 
Happily, all five of my ancestors re-
turned after the Battle of Kings 
Mountain to fight yet another day in 

the Battle of Cowpens, South Caro-
lina in 1781. Each man had left be-
hind a family, a home and refuge - to 
which he might never return.  Each 
must have ridden off with a heavy 
heart and a lump in his throat.  But, in 
spite of all this, each man had deep in 
his heart a desperate yearning for 
freedom from England and the spark 
of courage which gave him the will to 
continue.  How similar are the times 
in which we live today. 
 
In spite of all the pain and uncertain-
ties to come out of war - at least it 
makes us pause and give thought and 
allegiance to all those who make our 
freedom possible.  It makes us stop 
and realize for all our freedoms - 
someone paid a price.  It makes us 
once again rally our dedication to 
God and Country - to dig deep within 
our hearts and souls and truly appre-
ciate those who have paid the su-
preme price.  Those of us remaining 
alive in our country today should take 
a moment now and then to truly savor 
and appreciate our many freedoms. 

Though it is not a perfect land in 
which we live, it helps each of us 
grow a little better as we pause and 
sort out our feelings and bring to the 
forefront our gratitude and respect to 
God and those brave men and women 
who have gone before us. It gives me 
great pride that our family can have a 
small part in keeping this allegiance 
alive in the form of the Overmountain 
Victory Trail Association. 
 
The dedication and love for this 
group on the part of so many of its 
leaders is indeed inspirational.  The 
enthusiasm with which so many are 
caught up is really a joy to behold. 
Our families' association with the 
group, as a whole, has indeed been an 
uplifting and enriching experi-
ence.  We are very grateful to be, but, 
a small part of it. As the years go by, 
it is our fondest hope that our sons 
and grandchildren may have the op-
portunity to continue to keep the 
flame of freedom alive in the OVTA. 
 
May God's richest blessings go with 
you, one and all. ● 
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(Continued from page 2) 
OVTA Heritage: 
“I remember back when . . .” is 
evidence of experience. Since its 
founding in 1975, OVTA has seen 
many interesting faces and characters 
along the trail and among its ranks. 
Before its too late, can these old 
stories about the Founders and a few 
tall tales about those who have served 
the organization well be captured and 
preserved for future members to 
appreciate? That’s the challenge 
being considered by task force 
members Gene Cunningham, Albert 
Dale, Nancy Ferguson, Allen Ray and 
Leigh Van Blarcom.  
 
If you have some good stories about 
some early OVTA members or some 
memorabilia or pictures that help tell 
the story of the organization, why not 
contact any of these task force 
members and encourage them in their 
consideration of this project.  
 
School Curricula Development: 
Can the OVTA work with teachers to 
create a curricula for classroom use 
that capitalizes on the Trail as a 
resource in the local community as a 
way to tell “The Story”? If the 
curricula were created, would 
teachers use it? Do the curricula 
standards for schools in VA, TN, NC 
and SC allow for the teaching of this 
story? These are some of the 
questions facing the task force of 
Albert Dale, Randell Jones and Allen 
Ray.  
 
If you know teachers who already 
teach “The Story” or you think would 
welcome this type of assistance in 
their classrooms, contact any of these 
task force members. 
 
Governance and Nominations: 
The bylaws call for the Board to 
select a Nomination Committee in 
February to prepare a slate of 
officers/directors for elections in 
October. At the annual meeting, 
members will elect a president, and 
over 10 directors. The members of 
that committee are RG Absher, Gene 

Cunningham, Fran Dahl, Nancy 
Ferguson, and Gail Zwergel. In 
addition to preparing a slate of officers 
and directors, this task force will 
address several issues related to 
governance of the organization. These 
issues include an executive committee, 
at-large seats and standing committees.  
 
If you have suggestions about these 
governance issues or you wish to 
suggest someone to serve on the 
Board, please contact any one of these 
members of the Governance Task 
Force and Nomination Committee.  
 
Time Will Tell 
These are exciting times. The 
opportunities are there; the challenges 
are before us. Only through our 
diligent emulation of the spirit of the 
Overmountain Men of 1780 whom we 
commemorate, will our determination, 
commitment and perseverance bring 
any of these projects into being. Good 
luck to all of us in our pursuits. ● 

T hanks to the efforts of trail 
manager, Paul Carson, volun-
teers from all communities 

along the trail, including OVTA mem-
bers, have a chance to attend a special 
training course in historic interpreta-
tion. This three-day course, Develop-
ing & Presenting a Curriculum-Based 
Education Program, focuses on help-
ing interpreters present information so 
that it supports and complements the 
learning objectives of formal groups. 
One of the ways interpreters can con-
nect a park’s resource—in this case, 
the OVNHT—to a group’s learning 
objectives is by creating pre-program 
and post-program activities as well as 
by focusing program activities on the 
resource. 
 

Last August, several OVTA members 
participated in the first interpretation 
training course organized for OVNHT 
volunteers. Over three days, attendees 
learned, developed and practiced dif-
ferent approaches for helping visitors 
make effective connections with the 
historic resource. Several OVTA mem-
bers saw immediate opportunities to 
apply this training to their work in in-
terpreting the story of the Overmoun-
tain Men of 1780. 
 
This second course will be conducted 
March 28-30 in Kings Mountain, NC. 
NPS personnel from several parks will 
attend along with volunteers from 
OVTA and other OVNHT partners. ● 

Getting Better at Telling “The Story” 
NPS offers OVNHT volunteers a second course  
in historic interpretation 

Ceremony to 
Honor Griffith 
Rutherford 
 

R utherford County Historian 
and OVTA Board member 
Nancy Ferguson has invited 

members of OVTA to attend a cere-
mony in Rutherfordton on Saturday, 
April 12 at 10:30 on the courthouse 
lawn. The ceremony will honor Grif-
fith Rutherford, Revolutionary War 
hero and community namesake.  
 
All OVTA members wishing to at-
tend are invited to come in period 
dress and to stand together during the 
ceremony. In case of rain, the cere-
mony will be held at St. Johns Epis-
copal Church, home to the Ruther-
ford County Historical Society.  
 
The OVTA Board will hold its April 
meeting at noon, April 12 in Ruther-
fordton. The location for that meeting 
will be announced later. ● 
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CCCConference Scheduleonference Scheduleonference Scheduleonference Schedule    
 
Friday, May 16, 2003 
2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.     Registration2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.     Registration2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.     Registration2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.     Registration    
Holiday Inn Lobby 
 
5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.     O5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.     O5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.     O5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.     Opening Receptionpening Receptionpening Receptionpening Reception    
Historic Quaker Meadows 
Join us for a fun evening of food and drink as we start our gathering at 
the beautiful grounds and home of Captain Charles McDowell, Jr.  
Constructed in 1812 the house overlooks the site where militia patriot 
forces from over the mountains and the Piedmont joined up on Sep-
tember 30, 1780, then headed south the following day in their pursuit 
of the British.  Currently owned and operated by Historic Burke 
Foundation, Inc. the restored house will echo with the sounds of Mr. R.
G. Absher providing colonial music for the enjoyment of attendees. 
 
Saturday, May 17, 2003 
9:00 a.m. to 9:15 a.m.     Welcome to Morganton9:00 a.m. to 9:15 a.m.     Welcome to Morganton9:00 a.m. to 9:15 a.m.     Welcome to Morganton9:00 a.m. to 9:15 a.m.     Welcome to Morganton    
Mayor Mel Cohen of Morganton will provide a brief greeting and 
welcome to the area. 
 
9:15 a.m. to 9:45 a.m.     Welcome to Conference9:15 a.m. to 9:45 a.m.     Welcome to Conference9:15 a.m. to 9:45 a.m.     Welcome to Conference9:15 a.m. to 9:45 a.m.     Welcome to Conference    
Brief welcomes and overviews of the meeting and its objectives will be 
presented by the Superintendent of the Overmountain Victory Na-
tional Historic Trail, the President of the Overmountain Victory Trail 

Association, and the Executive Director of Historic Burke Foundation, 
Inc. 
 
9:45 a.m. to 10:15 a.m.     Call to Muster for the 9:45 a.m. to 10:15 a.m.     Call to Muster for the 9:45 a.m. to 10:15 a.m.     Call to Muster for the 9:45 a.m. to 10:15 a.m.     Call to Muster for the TrailTrailTrailTrail    
Captain Sawyer (a.k.a. Mike Dahl) of the Overmountain Men will call 
the muster roll of the assembled “troops”.  Please be prepared to give a 
brief introduction of yourself, your group, and its members. 
 
10:15 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.     Break10:15 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.     Break10:15 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.     Break10:15 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.     Break    
    
10:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.     Success Stories Along the Trailto 12:00 p.m.     Success Stories Along the Trailto 12:00 p.m.     Success Stories Along the Trailto 12:00 p.m.     Success Stories Along the Trail 
Presentations by three groups from along the Trail, will be followed by 
a panel of participants responding to questions and comments from 
the audience.  Highlighted groups and areas include the Overmoun-
tain Victory Trail Committee from Cherokee County, South Carolina; 
the Catawba River Greenway from Morganton, North Carolina; and 
the Yadkin River Greenway and City of Elkin in Wilkes and Surrey 
Counties, North Carolina. 
 
12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.     Lunch 12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.     Lunch 12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.     Lunch 12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.     Lunch PresentationPresentationPresentationPresentation    
Mr. Steve Elkinton, the National Park Service Program Leader for Na-
tional Historic and Scenic Trails will present a talk on “What a Na-
tional Historic Trail Can Be.”  Mr. Elkinton has been in his position 
since 1989, providing oversight and coordination for all National His-
toric and Scenic Trails throughout the country. 
 
1:30 p.m. to 2:45 p.m.     Easements and Tax Credits1:30 p.m. to 2:45 p.m.     Easements and Tax Credits1:30 p.m. to 2:45 p.m.     Easements and Tax Credits1:30 p.m. to 2:45 p.m.     Easements and Tax Credits    

Sharing Your Vision of the Trail 
The first-ever Overmountain Victory Trail Conference set of May 16-18 

C ome 
join us 
in beau-

tiful Morganton, 
North Carolina 
for the first 
Overmountain 
Victory National 
Historic Trail 
Conference on 
Friday, May 16th 

through Sunday May 18th.  The focus 
of the event will be the theme of 
“Building Skills; Sharing Visions” 
and is being co-sponsored by the Na-
tional Park Service, the Overmoun-
tain Victory Trail Association, and 
Historic Burke Foundation, Inc. This 
three-day gathering promises to be 
enjoyable, educational, and energiz-
ing. 
 
Lobbied by local citizens, Congress 
authorized the Trail in September 
1980.  The Overmountain Victory 
National Historic Trail preserves and 

commemorates the campaign leading 
up to the battle of Kings Mountain in 
1780.  The first National Historic 
Trail in the eastern United States it 
stretches some 330 miles, passing 
through portions of Virginia, Tennes-
see, North Carolina, and South Caro-
lina.  Administered by the National 
Park Service as a unit of the National 
Park System it is a unique connector 
to the past and present, as well as of 
cultural and natural resources along 
its route.   
 
Partnerships are the key element to 
success along the Trail.  This first-
ever conference of the Trail commu-
nity will focus on universally relevant 
issues such as easements, tax credits, 
funding sources, and successful or-
ganization by a number of regionally 
acknowledged experts in these fields.  
Success stories from along the Trail 
will also be highlighted from various 
organizations and communities.   
 

The keynote speaker at Saturday’s 
luncheon will be Mr. Steve Elkinton, 
the Program Leader for all National 
Historic and Scenic Trails adminis-
tered by the National Park Service 
throughout the United States.  His 
talk on “What a National Historic 
Trail Can Be” should provide insight 
and inspiration to all attendees. 
 
Other scheduled activities include an 
evening reception at historic Quaker 
Meadows, on Friday evening, with 
historic music provided by Mr. R.G. 
Absher, plus a field trip to historic 
Quaker Meadows cemetery and a 
walk along a certified section of the 
Catawba River Greenway on Sunday 
morning.   
 
Don’t miss this valuable and fun 
event.  Space is limited, so register 
early. 
 
We’ll look forward to seeing you 
there! 
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A presentation on how to develop easements for trail use, as well as 
the incentives available for landowners through tax credits.  Mr. Ed 
Norvell of the Conservation Trust for North Carolina and Mr. Bill W. 
Florney from the Tax Credit Program of the North Carolina Depart-
ment of Environmental and Natural Resources will be the speakers. 
 
2:45 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.     Break2:45 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.     Break2:45 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.     Break2:45 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.     Break    
    
3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.     3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.     3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.     3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.     Trail FundingTrail FundingTrail FundingTrail Funding    
Mr. Rob Ayers from the Federal Highway Administration’s North 
Carolina Division will discuss various funding possibilities and oppor-
tunities through the Federal Highway Administration, as well as state 
Departments of Transportation. 
 
4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.    4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.    4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.    4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.     Organizational Leadership Organizational Leadership Organizational Leadership Organizational Leadership    
Mr. William Hinman, a professional museum consultant, will provide a 
timely presentation on how to develop successful organizational lead-
ership, and its role in Trail development. 
 
5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.     Dinner Presentation5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.     Dinner Presentation5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.     Dinner Presentation5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.     Dinner Presentation    
    
Sunday, May 18, 2003      
10:00 a.m.10:00 a.m.10:00 a.m.10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.     A Visit to the Trail to 12:00 p.m.     A Visit to the Trail to 12:00 p.m.     A Visit to the Trail to 12:00 p.m.     A Visit to the Trail    
Join us for a morning outing along the Overmountain Victory Na-
tional Historic Trail.  A visit to historic Quaker Meadows Cemetery 
will be the first stop.  Final resting place of some fifty colonial settlers, 
including two veterans of Kings Mountain, the cemetery has been re-
stored and is owned by Historic Burke Foundation.  Afterwards the 
group will take a walk along a section of the Catawba River Green-
way which was certified in 1998 as part of the Overmountain Victory 
National Historic Trail.  Greenway Director Lee Anderson will pro-
vide information along the way. 

CCCConference Registrationonference Registrationonference Registrationonference Registration    
    
All sessions on Saturday, May 17, 2003 will take place at the 
Holiday Inn in Morganton, North Carolina.  Directions for 
events on Friday and Sunday can be obtained from the registra-
tion desk at the Holiday Inn.   
 
The Holiday Inn is located at 2400 South Sterling Street in 
Morganton, which is just off Interstate 40 at exit 105. 
 
Registration fee includes the evening reception at Quaker 
Meadows on Friday, May 16, 2003, as well as lunch, break re-
freshments, and dinner on Saturday, May 17, 2003.  Checks 
should be made out to Overmountain Victory Trail Association 
or OVTA.   
 
Participants requiring overnight accommodations must make 
their own arrangements and reservations.  A special conference 
rate of $49 per night, single or double occupancy, is available 
at the Holiday Inn in Morganton, North Carolina.  Reservations 
may be made by calling (828) 437-0171.  Callers should iden-
tify themselves as attendees of the Overmountain Victory Na-
tional Historic Trail Conference.  
 
Anyone needing additional information may call the head-
quarters of the Overmountain Victory National Historic Trail at 
(864) 936-3477. 

Registration FormRegistration FormRegistration FormRegistration Form    

“Building Skills, Sharing Visions”“Building Skills, Sharing Visions”“Building Skills, Sharing Visions”“Building Skills, Sharing Visions”    
Overmountain Victory NHT Conference, May 16Overmountain Victory NHT Conference, May 16Overmountain Victory NHT Conference, May 16Overmountain Victory NHT Conference, May 16----18, 200318, 200318, 200318, 2003    

    
Name_________________Name_________________Name_________________Name_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    
    
Address_________________________________________________________________Address_________________________________________________________________Address_________________________________________________________________Address_________________________________________________________________________________    
    
                  ______________________________________________________________________                  ______________________________________________________________________                  ______________________________________________________________________                  ______________________________________________________________________    
 
Phone Number____________________Phone Number____________________Phone Number____________________Phone Number________________________     Email_______________________________________     Email_______________________________________     Email_______________________________________     Email___________________________________    
 
Organization Affiliation (if any)____________________________________________Organization Affiliation (if any)____________________________________________Organization Affiliation (if any)____________________________________________Organization Affiliation (if any)____________________________________________________________________________    
 
I will attend:     Friday Night Reception_____     Sunday Morning Field Trip_____I will attend:     Friday Night Reception_____     Sunday Morning Field Trip_____I will attend:     Friday Night Reception_____     Sunday Morning Field Trip_____I will attend:     Friday Night Reception_____     Sunday Morning Field Trip_____    
 
Note: Conference is limited to firsNote: Conference is limited to firsNote: Conference is limited to firsNote: Conference is limited to first 90 participants due to meeting room restrictions.  Applicants beyond the first 90 will t 90 participants due to meeting room restrictions.  Applicants beyond the first 90 will t 90 participants due to meeting room restrictions.  Applicants beyond the first 90 will t 90 participants due to meeting room restrictions.  Applicants beyond the first 90 will 
be placed on a waiting list and their fbe placed on a waiting list and their fbe placed on a waiting list and their fbe placed on a waiting list and their funds returned if no space is available.  Fee for first 90 registrants is nonunds returned if no space is available.  Fee for first 90 registrants is nonunds returned if no space is available.  Fee for first 90 registrants is nonunds returned if no space is available.  Fee for first 90 registrants is non----refundable.refundable.refundable.refundable.    
 
Please mail this form with a check or Please mail this form with a check or Please mail this form with a check or Please mail this form with a check or money order for $50 ($60 after April 15money order for $50 ($60 after April 15money order for $50 ($60 after April 15money order for $50 ($60 after April 15th th th th ) made payable to:) made payable to:) made payable to:) made payable to:    

    
Overmountain Victory Trail AssociationOvermountain Victory Trail AssociationOvermountain Victory Trail AssociationOvermountain Victory Trail Association    

P.O. Box 242421, Charlotte,P.O. Box 242421, Charlotte,P.O. Box 242421, Charlotte,P.O. Box 242421, Charlotte, NC 28224 NC 28224 NC 28224 NC 28224----2421242124212421    
    
 All registration forms must be received  All registration forms must be received  All registration forms must be received  All registration forms must be received no later than Friday, May 2, 2003.no later than Friday, May 2, 2003.no later than Friday, May 2, 2003.no later than Friday, May 2, 2003.    
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Wish List 
OVTA needs your help with two immediate challenges 
 
Conference Reception - OVTA needs a sponsor for the Friday evening reception 
at the OVNHT Trail Conference in May. (Estimated cost for 90 attendees is $450.) 
If you can sponsor the reception or know a business who would like to sponsor it, 
please let us know. Of if you cannot attend and would like to support the trail con-
ference please send a donation  marked “Conference Reception.”  
 
Frequent Flyer miles and hotel discount coupons – OVTA has a national repu-
tation in the trails community. Participating in the National Trails Conference and 
the Partnership for the National Trails System are two ways to keep our trail’s pro-
file high. You can help OVTA fulfill its responsibilities in both these arenas if you 
can donate transferable frequent flyer miles or transferable coupons for hotel stays 
or discounts. The National Trails Conference is in Seattle in August. The PNTS 
meets in Washington, D.C. throughout the year. 
 
If you can help support OVTA with responses to either of these needs, please con-
tact Carol Keating at PO Box 242421, Charlotte, NC 28224, or Randell Jones at 
OVTAnews@aol.com .  Thank you!! 

This Is Your  
Newsletter 
 

G ot something to share 
about the Overmoun-
tain Victory National 

Historic Trail or the OVTA?  
 
OVTAnews@aol.com  
 - your OVTA connection 
for sharing news others can 
use.  
 
Send us your news items and   
suggestions for stories. 

OVTA Newsletter 
Overmountain Victory Trail Association, Inc. 
PO Box 242421 
Charlotte, NC 28224 

 


