
OVTA Update

December 10, 2012
Dear OVTA Members Past & Present:

Happy Holiday HUZZAs to you and your family from your current 2012-
2013 OVTA President and Board of Directors.

As we ready ourselves to spend time with family and friends during the
upcoming holiday season, I want to personally wish everyone a safe and
happy holiday season.

I also want to provide you with an update about some exciting developments
as well as an explanation as to what will likely be remembered as a "turning
point" year in the history of the OVTA.

Perhaps there is no better way to start other than directly addressing the top
two questions heard from puzzled members:
“What happened to the newsletters?” and,
“How can I find out if my membership is current?”

Both great questions can be explained with a common answer.

In 2011, the OVTA received a letter, similar to what thousands of other
charitable organizations received from the IRS, stating that our 501(c)(3)
non-profit status had been revoked.
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Why?  Because the OVTA failed to file the required tax returns for the
previous three years as required by a poorly communicated IRS policy
change.  If you wish to read more about this widespread event, google the
search terms....IRS revocation tax exempt status.  You will find over 626,000
search results on this topic.

Bottom line, the OVTA, like thousands of other non-profit organizations,
was blindsided by this surprise announcement.  No appeal was possible. We
were forced to reapply like every one else caught in this wide net.

But this story has a good ending.  Just before this year’s march, the OVTA
was reinstated as an IRS 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.  This can be
verified by visiting the following IRS website:  http://apps.irs.gov/app/eos/
and select the button beside “Are eligible to receive....” and enter our name.

Despite our IRS setback, I am happy to report that we were able to fully fund
this year's 2012 march, which was by all accounts, one of the best ever!  

In total, 8,649 mostly fourth graders heard the story for the first time....and
they heard from some new “tellers.”  They also saw a new Grand Marshal
step forward who did a fabulous job.  Thank you Mr. Ronnie Lail and all of
the marchers and volunteers who made the 2012 march a successful and fun
two and half weeks.

This year we welcomed both new and returning “marchers” from the past. 
One highlight was Mr. Trae McMaken who is an OVTA co-sponsored East
Tennessee State University Graduate Student in the Storytelling Masters
Degree Program.  Trae attended a majority of the march including a
performance at the Charles McDowell House in Morganton where he
performed an impromptu concert with a group of elementary school string
musicians. 
See here: http://www.traemcmaken.com/index.php/2012/10/01/happy and
check out the rest of his website.  Trae plays a mean fiddle and tells a great
story.

But getting back to the topic of newsletters and dues.  Because of the IRS
revocation, the OVTA could not hold ourselves out to the public as a non-
profit organization and to do so could have jeopardized our reinstatement
efforts.  In short, we were restricted from conducting the business of the
organization whether it be memberships, renewals, newsletters, etc.
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So how did we fund the march?  We reached out to our partners, the
National Park Service (NPS) and the National Park Foundation (NPF) who,
despite our revocation, both stepped up.

The NPS provided Challenge Cost Share dollars worth $19,000, and another
$8,000 “Ticket to Ride” grant came from the NPF funded by The Disney
Corporation where the OVTA was in competition with all 396 National Park
units.  Not only did the OVTA win, but we received the largest amount of
funds awarded to any park including the big guns like Yosemite, Great
Smokies, Appalachian Trail, etc. HUZZA!

Today, the OVTA can be proud of the over $100,000 received from Coca-
Cola and Disney over the past four years; two prestigious corporations who
validate the OVTA’s preservation and interpretation efforts.

With NPS Superintendent Mr. Paul Carson’s help, having these funds in
hand before the march, allowed the OVTA to cover 100% of all funding
requests all along the trail.

But the skies have not completely cleared yet.  The IRS action has
significantly depleted our number of paid members.  As of this writing, less
than 20% of 2011 numbers have renewed in 2012 and it is our job together to
fix this.  And to those who have already renewed, Thank You!

What is the OVTA doing to fix this situation? The answer to that question
leads me to a very exciting announcement that, starting today, our service to
the story and our members takes a huge virtual step forward.

Today we launch the new, membership friendly OVTA website.

For those of you who are IT savvy, you know that a content + membership
website is an ambitious undertaking.  With the help of Ms. Leigh Ann
Hunter at the Abingdon Muster Grounds, I am thrilled to announce the
new site is open for business!

Point your browser of choice to www.ovta.org and take a tour.  The site
has undergone considerable testing, however, if you encounter errors, please
email to webmaster@ovta.org.

For those of you receiving this letter by email, you will receive a follow up
email containing login instructions.

http://ovta.org//
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If you are receiving this letter by mail, we need your email address. 
Please email membership@ovta.org so you can receive future updates,
newsletters, etc. in a timely, and lowest cost manner.

For those who do not have email, or prefer to have hard copies, the OVTA
will mail correspondence to anyone requesting that method of delivery.

Renewing your OVTA membership has never been easier.  If you wish to
mail a check, send that along with your email address to our headquarters
address:  OVTA, 1780 Muster Place, Abingdon, VA  24210.

A big feature of the updated website launch includes the ability to renew
your membership using the secure PayPal online service.

And while you are renewing, we have a special announcement for holiday
shoppers searching for a special gift for that anyone under 18,  look no
further.....the OVTA has the perfect solution!

You may sign up your children, grandchildren, etc. with their very own
OVTA “Young Patriot” affiliation. (email address required)
For $5, you can plant the seeds of the story in a young person's life.

With regard to another question that has been asked, “I sent my dues in
before the OVTA was reinstated, can I claim a charitable deduction?”  The
answer is “yes” since our reinstatement was retroactively dated to 2011...so
be sure to discuss this with your tax advisor.

Thanks to the work of Officers and Board members past and present
especially past President Mr. Alan Bowen, who’s size 20 shoes I’m still
trying to fill. 

And thanks to the membership, who since 1975 have reliably and generously
given of your time, talents, and treasures.

In closing, those who work with me know that I maintain a policy of full
disclosure and transparency.  If you have any questions, suggestions or
concerns, please email or better yet, give me a call.

My Best Wishes for a Safe and Happy Holiday Season!
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Marc Bowen
President
(o) 828-433-4411
(c) 828-925-8000
marc.bowen@ovta.org
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