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T R A I L H E A D

W H A T ’ S  I N S I D E     S P R I N G  2 0 1 1

When Hallie Holmes 
passed away last year, her 
son and OVTA Board 
Member Tom Holmes 
donated $5,000 to the 
OVTA in Hallie’s honor.  
Not done yet, Tom issued 
a challenge to the OVTA 
membership.   Raise 
$5,000 and Tom agrees 
to match that  amount 
making the combined 
donation total  of  
$15,000 -  WOW!       

Thus far, we have 
raised $4,033 with 
$967.00 remaining to 
earn the additional 
$5,000. The OVTA has 
received 23 donations 
with 3 pledges 
outstanding.  This 
calculates to an average 
donation of $155.12.   
The good news is we are 
close to earning the 
additional $5,000 in 
matching funds, but to 

H A L L I E  B .  H O L M E S  C H A L L E N G E  U P D A T E 

get there we need your donation.  Remember, 
your contribution will be matched as soon as we 
hit $5,000. When writing your check, please add 

in the memo field:  “Hallie 
B. Holmes Matching Fund.” 
THANK YOU in advance 
for helping the OVTA reach 
this goal in honor of one of 
the trail’s greatest 
advocates, Hallie B. 
Holmes. Three huzzahs to 
Tom for his outstanding 
show of generosity.  

T R A I L  F A C T

The Overmountain 

Victory National 

Historic Trail is 330 

miles in length.  

Currently, 76 miles 

represent walkable 

trail segments in 

Virginia, Tennessee, 

North and South 

Carolina.
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 W .  K E R R  S C O T T  L A K E

E X C I T I N G  N E W  B O O K  R E L E A S E
Editor’s Note: Randell Jones is an OVTA past President, award winning author and promoter of the Trail. He has done extensive research 

on the Campaign to Kings Mountain and the many notables of the era. Randell is KEEPING THE STORY ALIVE !!!!

June 5th, 2010 was National Trails Day and the OVTA participated with gusto at several locations along the Trail. Included 
here are photos of trail work being done on the Trail at W. Kerr Scott Lake. The Wilkes/Surry Chapter of the OVTA 
sponsored the event that included work projects to improved the sustainability of the trail surface on the OVNHT. Many 
thanks to OVTA Vice President, RG Absher and the Wilkes/Surry Chapter of the OVTA, for getting this event together and 
including groups such as the Brushy Mountain Cyclists Club and volunteers from Appalachian State University.  

 
Before they were heroes at 
King’s Mountain, the 
Overmountain Men of the 
Carolina and Virginia frontiers 
were challenging the Shawnees 
and the Cherokees, developing 
the fighting skills that garnered 
them the fearsome appellation, 
“the yelling boys.” Lord 
Dunmore’s War in 1774 and the 
campaigns against the 
Cherokees in 1776 and the 
Chickamaugas in 1779 
developed their ability to 
traverse mountainous terrain 
and fight tree-to-tree in fierce, 

hand-to-hand battles. The Battle 
of Great Bridge in 1775 helped 
build the reputation of the 
“shirtmen” for their expert 
marksmanship. The Loyalist 
support in the Southern colonies 
was tested at Moore’s Creek 
Bridge and later at Ramsour’s 
Mill. British Indian agents 
incited the Cherokees to attack 
the rebel colonists as part of a 
pan- Indian attack reaching 
south from Fort Detroit and into 
the Carolinas and Georgia. Five 
years into the stalled American 
Revolution, the partisan, 
upcountry militiaman of South 
Carolina harassed the advancing 
British Legion and set the stage 
for the conflict in the Carolina 
piedmont that would turn the 
tide of the War for 
Independence. All these 
skirmishes, battles, and 
campaigns during the six years 
before the fall of 1780 prepared 
these backcountry frontiersmen 
for the challenges they would 
face in their relentless pursuit of 
Major Patrick Ferguson—and 
before they were heroes at 
King’s Mountain. Before They 
Were Heroes at King’s Mountain 

is the latest release from award-winning author 
Randell Jones, past president of OVTA and author 
of A Volunteer Effort, the story of OVTA’s pursuit 
of establishing the OVNHT.   

LIMITED TIME OFFER: 
Purchase by May 1 and Randell 

will make a $5 donation per 
book to the OVTA.  And if you 
purchase by check, he’ll ship it 
FREE! So, a check for $33.95 
gets it all plus the donation.   

Mail check to: 

Daniel Boone Footsteps

 1959 N. Peace Haven Rd., # 105 

Winston-Salem, NC 27106

-or-
Purchase Online 

www.danielboonefootsteps.com/

http://www.danielboonefootsteps.com
http://www.danielboonefootsteps.com
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N AT I O N A L  PA R K  S E RV I C E  S P O N S O R E D  T R A I N I N G
In the past, the OVTA has not done a good job of reaching out to expired memberships. 
There are several reasons for this trend. One being that the OVTA focuses the majority 
of our energy on the Trail performing education, preservation and story telling. Over 
the years, our membership attrition rate is about equal to new members that join. Why? 

Well, on January 21st and 22nd, about 20 participants learned that the OVTA needs to adopt donor 
management methodology. Funded in part by Paul Carson and the National Park Service, the OVTA now 
understands the basics of successful membership and fundraising. The training was led by Cindy Sebrell 
with the ITEM: Creative Group. Cindy has a long history of assisting non-profit organizations such as the 
OVTA to develop donor campaigns.
The 2 day training workshop uncovered some interesting weaknesses and strengths of the OVTA.        We 
know our many strengths. From this training we learned some of the following weaknesses: 

➡ Communications with the membership - newsletters, reminders, special events notices, etc
➡ The need to focus on member retention and reach out to potential new members
➡ The need for the OVTA to evolve as an organization and build on our successes
➡ Full and part-time paid staff equipped with the right tools is critical to our growth and success

Without help in these areas the OVTA will not be able to continue to grow and spread the STORY to the 
untold. So if you get a call or a letter from the Board of Directors regarding membership or financial support, 
please keep in mind all of the good things this organization is doing. Simply put, without donor dollars, the 
OVTA cannot preserve what is a priceless heritage. 

THE OVTA IS  WORTH INVESTING IN!! 

2011 ANNUAL MARCH - Plans for the 2011 March have begun. 
The big question will be the availability of funding to support the local 
communities at the level that we have been capable of for the past two years. 
In 2009 and 2010, the OVTA funded the March and educational programs with 
funds received from Coca–Cola through the NPF and the NPS. That funding has 
ended. 
As of this printing we have not located another source of funding for 2011. 
We do have our feelers out but nothing set in stone. 
If we do not get substantial funding for the 2011 March, the OVTA will have to rely 
on local communities and private donations to step up and fund their programs. 
This funding goes to paying for the travel costs of getting school children to the 
historic locations to hear the Story, along with covering related expenses. 
The OVTA will still be on the Trail, as we have been since 1975, and we will assist 
the communities with their programming. The concern is that we will not be able to 
tell the story to as many school children as we have over the past 2 years. 
Without additional support, an educational opportunity may be lost. 

PLEASE HELP SUPPORT US AS YOU CAN!! 

The 2011 
March will 
be more 

of a 
challenge 

due to 
funding 

cuts.
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Mauris egestas lacus sit ame
Vivamus pulvinar, purus ultricies ultrices ullamcorper, dolor diam euismod 
nisl, vel consectetuer eros mi sit amet lorem.

— Quisque Massa

The following information is provided by Paul Carson, Superintendent of the OVNHT.
Throughout the month of September Ken Robinson, the Director of Public Archaeology from 
Wake Forest University, conducted an archaeological survey of the Abingdon (VA) Muster 
Grounds. He was assisted by SCA Intern Grant Hamilton, as well as volunteers from the 
Wolf Hills Archaeological Society, in the work. The project included ground penetrating 
radar, magnetometer readings, extensive research, and excavations of test plots. A final report 
on the project will be forthcoming by the end of the year. 
The Overmountain Victory Trail Committee (OVTC) met in Gaffney (SC) on September 20th 
and October 25th to discuss ongoing efforts to add more pathway within Cherokee County. 

The group now has four signed letters of intent from landowners willing to allow trail easements through their properties. 
The Superintendent participated in several events in the Abingdon area (VA) which took place during the period of the 
annual OVTA march. On September 22nd he spoke at the Campbell’s grave program, which included the dedication of a 
new wayside exhibit on William Campbell for the site. He also observed the education programs at the Muster Ground on 
the 23rd, and presented a program on the effects and legacy of the Kings Mountain campaign to an audience of around 200 
that evening. 
Julia Glad, the Communications and Outreach Coordinator for the Partnership for the National Trails System, visited 
Abingdon (VA) September 22nd through the 25th to begin planning for next year’s national conference at that site. During 
her visit she met with the Superintendent, OVTA President Alan Bowen, OVTA Board member Garrett Jackson, and 
various local officials to gather information and discuss ideas regarding the meeting and its logistics. 
The official dedication of the new visitor center at the Abingdon Muster Grounds (and northern trailhead of the OVNHT) 
took place on the early evening of September 23rd. Around 200 people were present as the building was officially opened 
and named after OVTA board member Blair Keller, a long-time supporter of the trail within that community. The land and 
building are owned by the town, but the NPS has agreements in place to provide aid and assistance for the site. This has 
included providing personnel for daily operations, new wayside exhibits (three this year), and other needed 
enhancements. 
The Superintendent and members of OVTA participated in the dedication of two new wayside exhibits for Bluff City (TN) 
on September 24th. The event followed a full day of education programs at Bluff City Middle school which allowed 
hundreds of schoolchildren to learn more about the OVNHT and colonial life. The latter event was underwritten by a 
Challenge Cost-Share Program (CCSP) Grant with OVTA, which coordinated the program. 
The NPS and OVTA partnered together during the annual OVTA commemorative march to underwrite community-based 
education programs about the trail and its history, through a CCSP grant. This included programming in such places as 
Rocky Mount State Historic Site (TN), Marion, Morganton, and Alexander’s Ford (NC), and Cowpens National Battlefield 
(SC). Altogether over 50 programs were presented to around 10,000 students and visitors. 
A new one mile section of trail was officially certified within the new portion of Lake James State Park (NC) on the 
morning of September 30th. The new segment of pathway follows Paddy’s Creek and is likely close to, if not on, where 
the original route was located. The ceremony included participation by OVTA marchers, who also walked the new trail 
afterwards. 
Ken Robinson conducted more archaeological investigations of the Joseph McDowell House on Saturday, October 16th. 
He was joined by students and local volunteers, including OVTA board member Bill Hendley. Numerous late 18th and 
early 19th century artifacts were uncovered from the site. 
A Recommendations Workshop for the Long Range Interpretive Plan for the OVNHT was held in Asheville (NC) 
November 4th and 5th. Shannon Kettering and Faye Goolrick, contractors with Pond & Company (formerly Ecos 
Environmental Design, Inc.) facilitated the meetings on both days. This was the final partner/shareholder meeting for this 
project and invited representatives of partner organizations and communities participated, including members of OVTA. 
It is anticipated that the final document will be available by late spring of 2011. The plan will provide a blueprint for year-
round interpretive activities and facilities along the trail. 
Work is nearing completion on the Feasibility Study for a Permanent HQ/Contact Station for the OVNHT. The contract 
was modified from its original title of HQ/Visitor Center to HQ/Contact Station, as the scope of the study places visitor 
services as a secondary function of the facility to its administrative role.
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Mauris egestas lacus sit ame
Vivamus pulvinar, purus ultricies ultrices ullamcorper, dolor diam euismod 
nisl, vel consectetuer eros mi sit amet lorem.

— Quisque Massa

Members and Guest Present:  Dan King, Aggie King, Alan Bowen, Marc Bowen, Jerry Mustin, Bill Hendley, Tom 
Holmes, Kim Conner, Myra Cook, Albert Dale, Fran Dahl and Christian Thompson. Guests in attendance: Mel McKay, Paul 
Carson, and Bryant Lindsey.

President’s Report: The March was successful. We need to diversify the March. Will need a long range interpretive 
planning workshop. Alan presented a profit/loss statement for the March but everything had not been entered yet.

Financial Report Presented by Alan Bowen in Scott Bowen’s absence. Motion made by Bill Hendley to accept the 
treasurer’s report. Motion was seconded by Aggie King. Motion passed.

Overmountain Victory National Historic Trail (OVNHT) – Paul Carson - There are 3 large projects going on at the
present time. Ken Robinson will become an independent contractor on the trail for NPS. Cherokee County, SC is going to 
add additional trail in their area. Plans for the NTS conference are going well. The conference runs from 05/14/11 through 
05/18/11.

NEW TRAIL SECTION: A new one mile section of trail was certified at Lake James State Park during the March this year. 
Feasibility study for the Permanent HQ/contact station for OVNHT will be announced on Nov 15, 201 (Morganton).

JOSEPH MCDOWELL HOUSE/GREENWAY PROJECT
Bill Hendley reported they have 8/10ths of a mile on the ground. Also it was reported that the renters in the McDowell 
House are required to adhere to guidelines. Trying to get the large sign removed.

THE 2011 MARCH
Planning for the 2011 March will begin soon. It is hoped that this march will be more community driven.
There will be special events along the trail. Will see results at the end of the March.
NPS is starting a year round interpretive grant in a cooperative agreement. Grant amount is a total of $7000. This will pay 
for individual vendors in conjunction with OVTA and NPS. There will be guidelines that will have to be followed, and 
there will be a set figure for an individual and a different figure for a reenactment group. This is to attract people to the trail 
in times other than the March. Communities will have to ask for interpreters and the venue has to be on the trail. The intent 
of this grant is that there will be year-round interpretative programs on the trail and use the resources on the trail 
(communities).

Motion made by Tom Holmes for the President to accept funds from NPS and disperse the funds to participants of OVTA 
that meet the guidelines of presenting programs. Motion was seconded by Jerry Mustin. Motion passed.

MEMBERSHIP
The Item Creative Group training follow up is this: the follow up will not exceed $400 and will be on a sliding scale. Paul 
will cover the cost of the training. The other topic of the training will be fundraising. Training will be 1 and 1/2 days in 
Asheville, in January. NPS wants OVTA to be a strong group. Need to develop good strategies to obtain and maintain 
members.

MISCELLANEOUS
Hike the Hill takes place 02/12/11 to 02/17/11. This is a change to market the conference in Abingdon.
Motion was made by Aggie King that OVTA will fund president Alan Bowen up to $1500 for his trip for the Hike the Hill. 
Motion was seconded by Jerry Mustin. Motion passed.

Motion made by Aggie King that the next meeting will be on March 12, 2011 in Rutherfordton. Motion was seconded by 
Myra Cook.  Motion passed.



O V T A  G O E S  T O  I R E L A N D

6 

Mauris egestas 
lacus sit ame
Vivamus pulvinar, purus ultricies ultrices 
ullamcorper, dolor diam euismod nisl, vel 

W  e  ’ r   f  u  r   h  a  m  e  ”  (  o  r  “  w  e  ’  r  e   H  o  m  e  ”  )

Howdy. Mike Dahl here. Alan asked if I’d put a 
few words together for you about the trip to 
Northern Ireland, last July. The trip we made
—“we” means of the 21 of the people on the tour, 
6 were OVTA members; RG Absher, Albert Dale 
and his son Nelson, trip organizer 
(and descendent of Rees Bowen) 
Glen Pratt, Fran and I—were 
filmed for a three episode 
documentary for BBC Northern 
Ireland.  The show was first 
shown on Monday, January 17, 
2011. You can Google “We’r Fur 
Hame” and watch the episodes on 
IPlayer. 

The trip is sponsored each year by the Ulster 
Scots Society; Glen is the president of the U.S. 
Chapter, in conjunction with the Ulster-Scots 
Agency. I’ll put in a plug right here. If you’ve 
ever had a yearning to go to Ireland, this is the 
way to do it. The trip cost a little over $1,600 per 
person not counting the plane ride from Newark 
to Belfast.  You must pay for that separately. 

There are two counties on the island: the 
Republic of Ireland which gained independence 
from England in the 1920’s, and Northern Ireland 
(Ulster) which is still part of the British Isles. 
The Republic of Ireland is predominately 
Catholic, Ulster is Protestant. You have heard all 
about the IRA, and the “troubles” which 
pervaded the last half o the 20th century between 
the Republic and Ulster. 

The settlement of Ulster started in 1609 with the 
“Plantation Years” when people from the 
lowlands of Scotland (along the border with 
England) were brought over to tenant farm the 

northeastern region of the Island. This is where the term 
“Ulster-Scots” was derived and this is the area where so 
many people started their journey to America. These 
were in large part people who helped build our country 
and had such a huge hand in defining the “American 
Spirit”. 

What did OVTA’s participation in the trip and 
documentary mean? Well, I guess Brendan Hughes, the 
producer of the documentary, had no idea what we were 
bringing. RG had his music and that music became the 
backbone Brendan used to weave the story he was telling 
through the camera’s eye.

And then there was the story telling. Over the last decade 
OVTA has gained a national reputation for how we use 
storytelling to drive the protection and preservation of 
the Overmountain Victory National Historic Trail. For 

that, we are recognized as the very 
best within the National Trails 
community for that. 

And now, OVTA has taken that 
storytelling all the way across the 
ocean…some might say all the way 
back home where the roots of the 
Story was born. Oh my, I’ve never 
stepped up in front of an audience 
like that before—an audience that 

was so hungry to hear, to feel, the 
power of the words, “I Will Not Fail”. Those words and 
that spirit will live on through Brendan’s documentary 
long after we got on the airplane to come back home. 

Know this; the audiences who heard our words were 
made up of people who have been at war for 1,500 years. 
People who did not get the right to vote in free elections 
until 1964!  Our organization and what we represent 
brought them a message of such power, of such 
inspiration To Be Free…to Not Fail…that the look in their 
eyes were the most humbling thing I have ever seen.

And that, folks, is what I learned over there in the “old 
country” and what I want to leave with you. OVTA is 
building a legacy that has perhaps never existed before: a 
legacy that could not be more timely in the world today. 
It is OVTA’s gift. It is…above all else…the difference we 
can make.  

The OVTA gives  people  something to  bel ieve  in! ! !
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F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
As of March 11, 2011 the OVTA checking account balance 
was $13,617.61. Our Life Membership Vanguard account has 
a balance of $11,171.00 and our reserve Vanguard account 
has a balance of $17,736.40. This brings our total checking/
savings accounts to $42,525.01. 

The OVTA is in good financial shape; however we cannot 
rest on our laurels. Any sound organization needs to keep 
financial reserves to accommodate needs as they arise. With 
all of the programming we do and with the other 
conservation/ preservation programs we have in the works, 
we need to continue to raise significant funds on behalf of 
the Trail. M E M B E R S H I P  R E P O R T

The OVTA currently has 114 total membership units, with 
168 total members. This is comprised of 42 Life, 27 Family , 
43 Individual and 2 Supporting members. 
From the Item:Creative Training, a Membership/Fundraising 
Development Committee was formed.  RG Absher, OVTA 
Vice President, will chair. The committee set a goal of 
adding a minimum of 100 new members to include members 
that have yet renewed their membership, plus new 
members. 

If you know anyone that may be interested in supporting 
the OVTA ask them to join. And if you have not renewed 
your membership, please consider doing so at this time.

Class of 2010 to 2012 Board Members
Vice-president-R.G Absher
Secretary-Fran Dahl
Treasurer-Scott Bowen
Region 1 Virginia: Blair Keller
Region 1-Tennessee: Dan King
Region 2-North Carolina: Marc Bowen
Region 2-North Carolina: Bill Hendly
Region 3-North Carolina: still
open but have a commitment
when husband is healthy (Teresa Howell)
Region 4-North Carolina: Kim Conner
Region 5-South Carolina: Jane Waters
Region 6-Georgia: Tom Holmes
At-large: Jerry Mustin, Tennessee
At-large: Garrett Jackson, Virginia
At-large: Myra Cook-Virginia
At-large: Carol Price, North Carolina

Class of 2009—2011 Board Members
President- Alan Bowen 
Secretary– Fran Dahl 
Treasurer-Mike Dahl
Region 1 VA—Mac Johnson 
Region 1 TN –Aggie King and Doug Ledbetter 
(Nolichucky Settlement Chapter) 
Region 3 NC—Donna Absher
Region 4 Morganton to SC Line— Albert Dale 
Region 6 GA— Open At-Large 2009-2011 - 
Evelyn Carswell, NC, Tim Massey, TN and 
Ronnie Lail, TN. 

G R E E T I N G S  F R O M  Y O U R  B O A R D 

The OVTA is blessed 
with a dedicated 
group of officers and 
board members. A lot 
of time and effort is 
put forth by each and 
every one of them. 
We will be 
formulating a 
Nominating 
Committee for next 
year’s officers. If you 
have never served on 
the board and have 
an interest, please 
step forward.



U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

!

O v e r m o u n t a i n 
V i c t o r y  Tr a i l 
A s s o c i a t i o n
N e w s l e t t e r
2119 Dragoon 
Demise Drive

Lake James, NC  
28761

2011 Board of Directors Meetings and Activities

Board of Director meetings are open to the public. Visitors 
are welcome. All BOD meetings begin promptly at noon. 

OVTA BOD Meeting— Saturday March 12
Rutherfordton, NC

PARTNERSHIP FOR NATIONAL HISTORIC AND 
SCENIC TRAILS CONFERENCE
Abingdon, VA—May 14-18 

OVTA BOD Meeting*— Saturday, June 25

OVTA BOD Meeting*— Tentative, Saturday, August 20 

OVTA Annual March —September, 23 - October 7

OVTA BOD Meeting*—Tentative, Saturday, November 27

* - Location TBD

PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING OR 
RENEWING YOUR MEMBERSHIP TO 

THE OVTA

MEMBERSHIP ENLISTMENT LEVELS:
Individual Dues: $30 
Family Dues: $40 
Supporting Dues: $150 
Life Dues: $500

NEW YOUTH ENLISTMENT LEVEL*
Young Patriot: $5
* - non-voting, email newsletter only - great 
gift for the future historian in your family!!!

The Road to Kings Mountain Video. 
$20 plus $5 shipping. Order Today!


