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Our Vision: The Overmountain Victory Trail Association shall forever preserve & commemorate the route and the 
story of the volunteer army whose victory at the Battle of King's Mountain was a turning point in the struggle for 
America's independence.  The OVTA will ensure the trail will provide the opportunity to experience a deep sense of 
these events, the lands on which they occurred, and of the people who lived them. 
 

Our Mission: The Overmountain Victory trail Association will protect, preserve and interpret the route of the Over-
mountain Men to the Battle of Kings Mountain.  

December, 2007        www.ovta.org 

 

It’s Forever Now...Another One! 
 McDowell County and the City of Marion joined forces in November to purchase the Joseph McDowell 
House in Marion. The house was the home of Major Joseph McDowell—one of the commanders at the Bat-
tle of King’s Mountain—and is identified in the NPS OVNHT management plan as being eligible for Certifica-
tion. It has been on the market for nearly 10 years and is completely surrounded by development   Great 
Job, Folks! 
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OVTA News 
 

 The board met at Limestone College in Gaffney on 
December 8th. Dan and Aggie King of Bristol—actually 
they live about a mile north of the Pemberton Oak—
were appointed to fill the vacant Tennessee board seat.   
 Dan and Aggie come to us during the March this year 
and quickly gained everyone’s respect for their hard 
word and interest. Both have joined OVTA as life mem-
bers.  
 
 

 
 
 
 Tim Massey of Afton—just north of Greeneville, TN , 
was appointed to an At-Large board seat. 
 Tim is affiliated with several groups including the SAR, 
SOR and serves as president of the Descendents of Valley 
Forge and will be a great asset to OVTA. In fact, Tim has 
written this year’s report on the annual Reenactment that 
follows in this newsletter.  
 
 

 
 Blair Keller was presented a Lifetime Achievement Award 
by OVTA president Alan Bowen at the “Muster Ground” in 
Abingdon on September 22nd.  
 For the past 30 years Blair’s hard work, high humor and 
good looks have been an inspiration to us all.  Congratulations 
Blair, an award well earned!  
 
 

 
 OVTA’s presi-
dent Alan Bowen was presented the Leadership Award by Mike 
Dahl at Herman Baker’s house of Champaign Breakfast on the 
morning September 28th.   
 
 Alan Then returned the favor by presenting Mike with 
OVTA’s Living History and Interpretive Award—the firs time 
this award has be given.  
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The following information is provided by Paul Carson and OVTA members along the Trail.  
 

Trail Wide News 
 
 The 227th Anniversary Celebration of the Battle of Kings Mountain (SC) took place on October 
7th.  The Superintendent presented the NPS Certificate of Achievement for Contributions to the 
OVNHT to Crescent Resources, Inc. for their commitment to adding and maintaining 3 miles of the 
trail within their new “1780” development along Lake James (NC). 
 
 And speaking of Crescent Resources, they provided a $1,000 contribution to OVTA’s Education 
Fund after this year’s March.  Crescent’s $2,000 contribution in 2006 provided the funding for 
OVTA to purchase table-top display boards and graphics, new tents and tables for OVTA and our 
Wilkes-Surry and Virginia Chapters.   
 
 A review of GIS efforts for the OVNHT took place on October 18th in Raleigh (NC) with mem-
bers of NC State University’s Center for Earth Observation Department.  The NPS will be funding 
the next phase of the work in FY 2008 to collect more data to add to the GIS, especially information 
which can be collected by interns through on-site GPS work. 
 
Paul, OVTA President Alan Bowen provided an in-depth briefing on the OVNHT to Graham Fields, 
U.S. Senator Elizabeth Dole’s western Field Representative, on November 19th in Columbus (NC).  Mr. 
Fields was very interested in the many activities and initiatives taking place along the route in NC 
and promised to provide an in-depth update to Senator Dole and her staff. 
 
 Paul attended the First Congressional District History, Heritage & Tourism Summit in Greeneville 
(TN) on November 29th.  OVTA member Tim Massey was also present.  A display about the trail was 
available, as well as informational materials.  Congressman David Davis hosted the event and promised 
that it would be the first of many to help in promoting the history and culture of eastern TN. 
 
 

Virginia and Tennessee 
 A ceremony to re-certify The Muster Ground in Abingdon (VA) (formerly referred to as “Dunn’s 
Meadow”) took place at the site on September 22nd.  The event was preceded by three days of highly 
successful and well attended educational programs, which was partially funded by the NPS through 
the Challenge Cost-Share Program in cooperation with the Washington County Chapter of OVTA.  
The event also recognized the commitment by the Town of Abingdon to the purchase and preserva-
tion of the site through the presentation of the NPS Certificate of Achievement in Recognition of 
Contributions to the OVNHT. 
 

ALONG THE TRAIL 
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 The annual graveside program to recognize Kings 
Mountain Patriot leader Colonel William Campbell took 
place on the afternoon of September 23rd near Seven 
Mile Ford (VA).  Marchers from OVTA and a color 
guard from the local VFW participated in the event.  
About 60 people were in attendance, including a de-
scendent of Colonel Campbell, as well as members of 
local DAR’s and SAR’s. 
 
 Paul participated in a meeting of the planning com-
mittee from Abingdon (VA), which is overseeing the 
management and preservation of the Muster Ground.  
A preliminary Master Plan was reviewed and discussed, 
as well as the need for certain maintenance activities 
at the site and the development of an action plan for 
the coming year. 
 
 The first certification of a trail segment within Sullivan County (TN) took place on the afternoon 
of September 24th on the grounds of Bluff City Middle School.  The program included a presentation 
of the story by OVTA marchers to 400 7th and 8th graders, and a speech on the importance of the 
trail by Lt. Governor Ron Ramsey, who grew up in the area.  The newly certified one mile segment is 
routed from the river, through the town, and directly by the school. 
 
 Members of the Sullivan County (TN) Planning Office and Bluff City government met with Paul on 
November 15th to discuss the next steps for trail development within that community and county.  
Also discussed was the possibility of having Choates Ford officially certified as a site along the 
OVNHT in the coming year.  The area is identified in the Comprehensive Management Plan and would 
be eligible for inclusion in the trail. 
 
 Paul contacted Sycamore Shoals State Historic Area Superintendent Jennifer Bauer on Novem-
ber 30th to discuss the possibility of finding a way to purchase/preserve the September 26, 1780 
campsite at Shelving Rock (TN).  Ms. Bauer followed up by contacting various state officials, OVTA 
President Alan Bowen, and the owner of the property.   
 At the December 8th meeting the OVTA Board voted to commit $5,000 towards the purchase of 
the property.  Mike Dahl is working with Jennifer on some fundraising strategies. Bob Hardin is 
working with other groups on ways to partner to make the purchase happen.   
 

Avery, Mitchell, Northern McDowell & Burke Counties 
 Paul, on behalf of the NPS and the OVNHT, spoke in favor of the purchase and preservation of 
the Joseph McDowell House (NC) to the McDowell County Board of Commissioners on the evening of 
November 13th.  A number of representatives from other organizations also provided testimony in 
favor of the effort.  The Board voted unanimously to approve the purchase of the building and work 
towards its restoration and opening to the public.  The site is eligible to be certified as part of the 
OVNHT and the NPS has pledged to work with the county in the planning phase. 

Gary Sutherland and his wife—the folks who host us at 
William Campbell’s Grave each year—showed up at 
King's Mountain for the ceremony. They drove all the way 
down that morning for the ceremony and carried with 
them a Virginia rock to put on Ferguson's grave. 
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 Paul represented the OVNHT at the first annual meeting of the Blue Ridge National Heritage 
Area in Asheville (NC) on September 17th.  A five minute update on activities and initiatives along the 
trail was presented to the group as part of the program.  Several good contacts with potential part-
ners from McDowell and Caldwell Counties were made at the meeting. 
 
 A meeting with the Burke County (NC) Planner took place on the morning of November 14th to re-
view the current status of efforts to establish more trail in that area through the FERC re-licensing 
process that is currently ongoing with Duke Energy. 
 Paul met with Don Markum, the President of the McDowell County (NC) Trail Association, at Black 
Bear Creek on Lake James on December 5th to discuss possible partnering efforts within the county.  
Also present was the co-owner of Black Bear Campground and Marina, who has agreed to allow the 
trail to be routed through his property.  The Trail Association will be pursuing funding for adding 
more trail in the area in 2008. 
 

Surry, Wilkes and Caldwell Counties 
 A meeting of the Yadkin River Heritage Corridor took place at W. Kerr Scott Dam & Reservoir in 
Wilkesboro (NC) on September 12th.  The group is now in the process of drafting a Master Plan, 
which will include the OVNHT as a key component for the multi-county document. 
 
 The installation of the new OVNHT exhibit in the visitor center at W. Kerr Scott Dam & Reser-
voir took place on September 14th.  The Superintendent served as the Contracting Officer’s Techni-
cal Representative and was on-site to oversee the final phase of the project.  This is the second mu-
seum exhibit specifically about the trail that has been installed in a visitor contact facility along the 
route, the other being the display at the Mineral Museum in 2002. 
 
 Four new miles of the OVNHT within Wilkes County (NC) were officially certified at a ceremony 
at W. Kerr Scott Dam & Reservoir on September 29th.  Members of the Wilkes-Surry Chapter of the 
OVTA participated, along with the Guilford Courthouse Fife & Drum Corps.  The new trail includes 
2.7 miles at W. Kerr Scott, 1.1 miles of the Yadkin River Greenway, and two new privately owned 
tracts with trail along the Yadkin River. 
 
 Planning for new exhibits on the OVNHT in the Wilkes-Heritage Museum in Wilkesboro (NC) took 
place at that facility on October 26th and November 20th.  A draft floor plan, as well as exhibit text, 
is being reviewed and refined.  The goal is to complete planning within the coming months and move on 
to fabrication and installation.  The project is being partially funded with an NPS Challenge Cost-
Share Project grant. 
 
A meeting with officials of The Patterson School and the Caldwell County Senior Planner, Eric Wool-
ridge took place at the school on November 5th to discuss the first phase of that county’s Yadkin 
River Greenway.  Three miles of the initial pathway will follow the Yadkin River and be eligible for 
certification as part of the OVNHT.  The county is seeking funding from the NPS Challenge Cost-
Share Program to assist with the first phase. 
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Southern McDowell, Rutherford, & Polk Counties 
 Old Gilbert Town in Rutherford County has long been known as playing an important role in several 
Revolutionary War campaigns in North and South Carolina. It was a staging ground and campsite for 
various Colonial and British commands from 1776 to 1783.  
 Using a grant from the National Park Service’s American Battlefield Protection Program, a phased 
comprehensive preservation plan is being developed for Gilbert Town. This grant project will fund 
Phase One, which will include the identification of cultural and archeological resources, and public and 
private meetings to gather community and landholder input.  
 Thanks to Joe and Gail Harris for the work they did on getting the grant developed and submit-
ted.  And speaking of Joe and Gail, they’ve relocated to Louisville, KY where Joe now works as execu-
tive director of the Sons of the American Revolution (SAR).   
 
 Paul participated in a program at Gilbert Town (NC) on the evening of October 4th.  Marchers 
from the OVTA presented the story of the campaign and provided information on the trail and re-
cent efforts at preservation along its route. 
 
 Official certification of the first segments of the OVNHT within Polk County (NC) took place at 
a well-attended celebration and program at White Oak Development on October 6th.  The new seg-
ments include a mile long section in Overmountain Vineyards, owned by the Lily family, as well as two 
miles within White Oak Development.  OVTA marchers presented the story and participated in the 
Certification ceremony. 
 

South Carolina  
 Paul participated in meetings with the Cherokee County (SC) Overmountain Victory Trail Commit-
tee on October 29 and November 19 in Gaffney.  Prospects are good for adding several miles of new 
trail next year, and discussions are underway with landowners who are willing to allow trail easements 
on their property. 
 
 Paul represented the trail at the Revolutionary War Cavalry Conference in Spartanburg (SC) 
which took place from November 8th through the 11th.  A display about the OVNHT was set up and 
information about the trail made available to interested participants. 
 
 A meeting about possible ways to more effectively communicate among trail partners and 
strengthen working relationships on trail projects was held at Cowpens National Battlefield on No-
vember 13th. Alan Bowen, President of OVTA, along with NC Heritage Tourism Officer Frankie 
McWhorter and NCDNR Representative Judy Francis, met with Paul to discuss possible strategies 
and initiatives which could help in improving cooperation and communication among trail partners. 
 
 A groundbreaking ceremony for the new connector trail from The Town of Kings Mountain (NC) to 
Kings Mountain National Military Park (SC) was held in the former site on the afternoon of November 
15th.  Once completed the pathway will be a non-motorized access route to the parks south of the 
town, including the southern end of the OVNHT.  The town wants to promote itself as a “gateway” to 
the parks and trails nearby. 
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OVTA Treasury Report 
 

 OVTA’s treasury stands at $28,574,81.  The Life Membership fund, which is in a CD that matures 
in late December has $6,395.61.  The board voted to close out that CD and invest the fund in a 
higher yield account.   
 
 The 2007 March brought us $1,328 in resale revenue—T-shirts, videos, patches, pins and Bob 
Hardin’s book.  The King’s Mountain print raffle brought in $1,115 for total revenues of $2,443.   
 
 The raffle, which took place at Antioch Church on October 7th,  was won my Mike Dahl who im-
mediately announced that the first person who would bid $500 on the print would get it.  Bob Hardin 
raised his hand and it was his.  Good job Bob.   

 

It’s Dues Time for 2007-
2008 

Individual Dues are 
$30.00,  

Family is $40.00 
 

Send you dues to OVTA’S NEW ADDRESS 
at 
 

OVTA 
2517 SHIPE ROAD 

KNOXVILLE, TN  37924 
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“Keeping the Story Alive” 
By Tim Massey 

 
A telling of the 2007 Reenactment of the Campaign of the Overmountain Men 

 
 Some of the greatest stories of American History read like fiction. Many are gone now, some have faded 
and the details have been lost to time. The story of the Overmountain Men is one which was fading from the 
pages of history, their trail across the mountains rapidly disappearing and forgotten, but thanks to the Over-
mountain Victory Trail Association, the ink is fresh and the spirit rekindled.   
 Founded in 1975 the OVTA has retraced the footsteps of the Overmountain Men each year leaving from 
Abingdon Virginia on September 24 and arriving on the crest of Kings Mountain on October 7 at 3 PM. Thomas 
Jefferson called the battle of Kings Mountain the “turning of the tide” of the American Revolution. I had long 
had the desire to follow the footsteps of my ancestors and experience what was left of their epic struggle to 
cross the mountains and destroy the Tory Army of Maj. Patrick Ferguson. The OVTA has made this historical 
reenactment for 33 years now, and while the desire has remained to locate and protect the trail, emphasis has 
shifted to a more educational format at the locations where the army camped along the trail in 1780. 
 In the early fall of 1780 the British were in a mop-up operation in South Carolina and were ready to invade 
North Carolina. Patrick Ferguson sent word to the “backwater” inhabitants as he called them, to support the 
crown or he would “come across the mountains, hang your leaders, and lay waste with fire and sword”.  Fergu-
son, who had proven his ability to attract native born Americans to his Tory army, felt secure in his ability to 
wage war and end any opposition that remained in the Carolinas. His critical misjudgment however, being of 
Scottish highlands gentry especially, was to send a threat to the mostly Scotts-Irish inhabitants of the Over-
mountain country. In reality, Ferguson had just kicked a hornet’s nest. As word reached these far away settle-
ments, like the hornets nest these proud individuals began to swarm together on the muster grounds, and like 
the hornets they were angry and out to give Ferguson the sting of their wrath. In the 1st century BC, 
Strabo wrote of the Celts: ‘The whole race... is madly fond of war, high-spirited and quick to battle... 
and on whatever pretext you stir them up, you will have them ready to face danger, even if they have 
nothing on their side but their own strength and courage’.  
 
 And the word went forth, come to the muster grounds…and they 
came. The names we all know by heart, Campbell, Shelby, Sevier, 
Cleveland, McDowell, they all came. Two hundred and twenty seven 
years later, I came forth too, and followed them. The 2007 reen-
actment began at the original “Muster Ground” in southwest Vir-
ginia. This lovely historical ground was recently purchased by the 
town of Abingdon, and it is now protected for the ages. The OVTA 

used the days of Sep-
tember 19, 20, 21 & 
23rd to tell the story to 
more than 3,000 school 
children and adults from 
Washington, Smith, and Russell Counties of Virginia.  
 Saturday the 22nd was the official handing over of the muster 
grounds to the City of Abingdon by the Dunn Family, and the offi-
cial National Park Service Certification of this site as part of the 
Overmountain Victory National Historic Trail.  
 

Ronnie Lail and Fran Dahl 
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 OVTA Merchandise Order Form 
 

Proceeds from OVTA’s merchandise goes to protect the Trail & to tell the story. 
 

Shipping and Handling for pins and patches is $3.00, for T-Shirts and Videos $5.00 
 
   

 
 
 
 OVTA Pins are $3.00 each, two for $5.00. Number _____  Amount $______.   
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
  OVTA Patches, $5.00 each. Number _____  Amount $_______   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 The Road to King’s Mountain DVD or VHS 28 minute video is $20 each. 
 
 Number ______   Amount  $________ 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 Overmountain Victory National Historic Trail Logo T-shirts,  
 sized small through XXL,  
 
  $20 each. Number ______  Amount $________   
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 What does it mean to be a member of OVTA.  Some people join because they had an ancestor in the 
Battle of King’s Mountain.  Others join because they want to see the trail protected and preserved.  And 
then there are those who believe that this story is one of the greatest stories in America’s history and 
want to support us in what we do. 
 Whatever your reason might be, your membership counts by helping us protect and preserve the Trail 
and tell the story.  Whether we are negotiating with landowners, standing in front of school children or 
meeting with congressmen in Washington, our message is clear;  “When we lose a piece of the Trail we 
can never stand on that spot and tell the story quite as well ever again.  

So join us.  Be part of Keeping the Story Alive! 
 
 

Circle Your  
Membership Choice 

 
Individual Membership = $30 

 
Family Membership = $40 

 
Supporting Membership = $100 

 
Life Membership = $500 

 
Tax Exempt Donation $_______ 

Membership Form 
 
   Name_______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
   Address_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
   Phone (_____)________________________________________________________ 
 
 
   Email_______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 Total Amount for Memberships and Merchandise enclosed  $_______________ 
 
 

Send to: 
OVTA, 2517 Shipe Road, Knoxville, TN   37924 
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 Sunday Sept. 23 was a time of remembrance and honor, a 
day of reflection as we took the short trip to the grave of Wil-
liam Campbell at Seven Mile Ford. Campbell and his brother Ar-
thur led the 400 Virginians from the muster ground on Sep-
tember 24, 1780, and he led them into the thick of the fight on 
October 7. Today, we paid homage by rifle volley and by placing 
a wreath to honor his memory. William Campbell’s wife rests 
near--she was the sister of Patrick Henry. Did Campbell’s ears 
ring with Henry’s cry of liberty or death as he led the proud 
Virginians? That evening we all gathered in the lobby of a 
nearby motel, to share food and drink, and to view the History 
Channels The Real Rednecks which included some of those in 

our group.  
 
 Monday Sept. 24, the morning arrived a beautiful day and 
we headed out just as Campbell had done 227 years earlier. Our 
destination was the Pemberton Oak, the trunk is all that is left 
of the 500 year old white oak tree that fell in 2002. It was here 
that Capt. John Pemberton’s militia mustered to join with the 
Virginians in their march to destiny. Following the trail we arrived 
in Bluff City and presented a program for the sixth graders of 
the middle school. Featured speakers included OVTA president 
Alan Bowen, Tennessee’s Lt. Gov. Ron Ramsey, and Overmountain 
Victory National Historic Trail Superintendent Paul Carson. The 
historic trail runs through the middle of the school and is now 

marked on the floor of the school’s hallway. This evening was spent as guests of the Bluff City community at 
the lovely park along the river. It was then on to the Rocky Mount State Historic site to camp for the night.  
One member of our group, Rev. George William Cobb, is a direct descendant of William Cobb who carved Rocky 
Mount out of the wilderness beginning in 1769. This was the U.S. territorial capitol from 1790-92.  
 
 Tuesday Sept. 25 arrived with the brilliant red sun 
beaming across the hills of East Tennessee. We marched out 
along the paved road which had long ago devoured the origi-
nal roadbed of 1780. A four legged friend joined in and 
helped lead the way. After a few miles, it was off the pave-
ment and into the old trail that snaked through the hills and 
down along the Watauga River. Except for the sound of the 
nearby highway, one could almost retreat, in mind at least, 
to the period of 1780. Arriving at the edge of the town of 
Watauga we car-pooled to our vehicles and then to the Wa-
tauga city building for a luncheon with city leaders. At 2PM 
we gathered on the north shore of the Watauga River, and 
began the river crossing at the sycamore shoals to the 
southern shore and Fort Watauga at the Sycamore Shoals State Park in Elizabethton. Several reenactors of 
the Company of Overmountain Men from the park joined in the river crossing, and the firing of the volley in 
mid stream. Several hundred people awaited our arrival in the much anticipated annual event. This is the muster 
ground where the Virginians, Western North Carolinians (now East Tennessee) and 160 men from Burke Co. NC 
came together. Over 1,100 men in arms gathered here to pursue Ferguson’s Tory army. The Julius Dugger Chap-
ter of the DAR provided a hearty feast this evening for all that had braved the march. 

George Cobb Speaks as the Rev. Doak 
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 Wednesday Sept. 26 before we departed Sycamore 
Shoals and headed toward Roan Mountain we were treated to 
the sermon and prayer that Rev. Samuel Doak had given the 
departing compatriots in 1780. This time it was the Rev. Cobb 
speaking the words of Rev Doak, and this oration did not lack 
any of the fire of the original.  
 From Sycamore Shoals we headed to the Patton-Simmons 
Cemetery where revolutionary heroine Mary Patton is buried. 
Theresa Phelps a 6X grand daughter of Mary Patton pre-
sented a program on Mary who had lived nearby and was ac-
claimed as the premier powder maker of the backcountry and 
provided the Overmountain Men 500 pounds of fine power for 
use when catching Ferguson’s Tory band. A wreath was pre-
sented at Mary’s grave and we fired a volley in her honor. Then 
it was on to the Roan.  
 In 1780 the militia had camped at the Shelving Rock and for the first time the OVTA was allowed to camp on 
this same historic ground by the land owner. In 1780 the men had placed their powder and food supplies under 
the shelving rock, a giant outcropping, for protection. A DAR marker on the rock states “they placed their faith 
in God, and kept their powder dry”. We enjoyed another nice meal provided by the citizens of the community at 
the Roan Mountain State Park. This evening the local citizens gathered on the original  ground for programs by 
the OVTA. Children and a few adults were pressed into service, given hats and wooden rifles, and taught to drill. 
They in turn marched in and helped the OVTA members present the program to the enjoyment of all.  
 In 1780 the patriots were met by “shoe top snow”, we were met by much milder temperatures, but the 34 
degree temperatures during the night brought back some of the reality. In 1780 the men realized that they 
were slowed by the herding of cattle, so beeves were slaughtered, and the meat made ready as men prepared to 
cross the Roan the next morning and live off the land. The next morning two men of Tory leanings would be dis-
covered missing; it was time to move, and move fast. 
 
 Thursday Sept. 27. Like the Overmountain Men we gath-
ered at the base of the Roan. This time we stopped for pic-
tures by the OVT monument at the visitors’ center. We then 
began our assent up the Roan through the Yellow Mountain Gap 
where it crosses the Appalachian Trail. Once again two four 
legged friends joined to lead us up the mountain.  
 At the top and we stopped to fire the traditional volley. 
This proved to be the longest and maybe the hardest part of 
the march, but it was an enjoyment to see this land much the 
same as our ancestors viewed it when they passed this way. 
 
 Friday Sept. 28 encamped at the Mineral Museum on the 
Blue Ridge Parkway in Spruce Pine NC. The Overmountain Men 
had moved south along the North Toe River and camped near 
where it joined Grassy Creek. The morning found us enjoying 
breakfast at the home of Herman Baker and a fine meal of Eggs 
Benedict and champagne! Then it was on to the property of the Unimin Corporation at Davenport Springs where 
Robert Sevier had been buried after dying from wounds he suffered during the battle of Kings Mountain. Here 
350 school children awaited us and several were again pressed into militia duty. Members of the OVTA divided 
the 1.5 mile walking to the grave site into stops along the actual historic trail to bring the story to these youth-
ful ears and to keep the story alive. 

Alan Bowen “Mustering the troops” at the 
Shelving Rock campsite 

The “intrepid” at Yellow Mountain Gap.  From left, Leigh 
& Sarah Yacovette, Leigh Van Blarcom, betty & George 
Cobb, Fran & Mike Dahl, David King, Alan Bowen, Tim 

Massey.  Everyone say, “whew”.   
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 Following lunch beneath a giant tent, we gathered at the small 
Davenport Cemetery to pay tribute to Robert Sevier. Wounded in 
the kidney when he bent over to retrieve his dropped ramrod, 
Sevier had been told by British surgeon Uzzel Johnson that he 
would surely die if moved. His reply was that with a name like 
Sevier he wouldn’t last long in a land full of Tory’s and if he was 
going to die, he wanted to die at home. He didn’t make it home, but 
his sacrifice and determination are to be admired. We draped his 
stone marker with a 1776 flag, and with rifles poised against his 
head stone on either side. Some of the young conscripts marched 
and gave a rifle salute, followed by a volley from the OVTA. It was 
another moving experience in the rural mountains of North Carolina.  
 From here we traveled to the DAR marker to the Overmountain Men in downtown Spruce Pine. Here we again 
fired a volley in honor of these patriots that had passed this sacred spot. We were greeted with a great ovation 
of “huzzahs”.  

 Then it was to the Apple Orchard at Alta Pass, the or-
chard is along the historic trail as well. Here we were treated to 
a nice supper by Bill Carson and friends, and again we “told the 
story” to the members of the community and tourists that came 
to hear about the Overmountain Men.  
 
 Sat. Sept. 29 we departed the Mineral Museum and followed 
the trail through Gillespie Gap to Hefner Gap where we dropped 
of the Blue Ridge and down into North Cove on the historical 
trail. It was here that the 1780 militia divided and took two 
routes to guard against being outflanked or missing Ferguson’s 
possible northward approach.  This part of the trail was rough, 

washed out, but again the experience was worth the effort. To our left as we descended the crest of the Blue 
Ridge lay the remnants of the actual roadbed those patriots followed in 1780.   
 We arrived at the Carson House in Marion in the late afternoon where we again told the story to those gath-
ered after a nice supper of barbeque provided by the Greenlee Chapter DAR. It had been a long hot day on the 
trail and the time for sleep was welcomed. 
 
 Sun. Sept. 30 we departed Marion and headed for the 
McDowell House at the Quaker Meadows in Morganton, NC. 
We stopped at Lake James along the way to view the area 
where scenes of the Last of the Mohicans were filmed. Arriv-
ing at the McDowell House we set up our tents and displays, 
then took time to mend clothes and clean our rifles before 
the afternoon programs. Here in 1780 the militias came and 
met beneath The Council Oak, it was near here that the two 
militia groups that had divided reunited and were joined by 
350 men under Benjamin Cleveland from the Wilkes and Surry 
County militias. Again we told the story to a nice gathering 
who came to hear, and again the community provided a wel-
comed and much enjoyed evening meal. 
 
 
 

Tim Massey and conscripts pay  
homage to Robert Sevier. 

Aggie King and Hallie Holmes exiting stage left after cap-
tivating the audience with their talent. 
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 Monday Oct. 1, we departed the Quaker Meadows stopping by the McDowell Cemetery. From here we trav-
eled to the home of Andrea Kiser whose father Hugh, was one of the founding members and organizers of the 
OVTA. Andrea had walked the trail with her father as a child and walked Gillespie and Hefner Gaps this year 
with her daughter and grandchildren. Before lunch we visited the gravesite of her father, a veteran of the Ma-
rine Corps himself, and again fired the honorary volley in his memory. Andrea had prepared a very nice meal of 
beef stew and cornbread, not to mention the banana pudding that was enjoyed by all. As inviting as were the cool 
breezes beneath the oaks in the Kiser yard, it was time to travel to the Dysartsville community center for our 
next encampment. Members of the Dysartsville Community Club came in the afternoon and brought quite a 
spread for the evening meal. We once more told the story to another enthusiastic crowd. 
 
 Tuesday. October 2, in 1780 the patriots took this as 
a day of rest, and we too were scheduled for a day of rest 
and laundry.  
 Blair Keller of Abingdon and some friends had ridden 
the entire 258 mile route on horseback in 1980. They found 
themselves lost on a ridge near here. As darkness fell, they 
came upon 8 or 9 stones marking a small cemetery. Blair 
tells of how the hairs on his neck stood straight out and he 
knew he was connected to one of those buried here.   
 Riding down toward the Green River, Blair asked an 
older gentleman sitting on the porch of his house if he 
knew who was buried up there. The man replied that his 
grandfather had always told him it was some of the men 
from Kings Mountain. Realizing that his ancestor had died 
before returning to Virginia from the battle he had always 
wanted to return to find the little cemetery that was lost in 
the woods.  
 Blair’s nearing 80 years of age now, and he felt that it would be the last chance for him to find it. A group of 
us volunteered to help in this adventure. Nearly thirty years 
have passed since the “discovery”, and no doubt, changes in 
landscapes and minds, but we did find the now long deserted 
old house that the man had been sitting on. We combed the 
ridges that afternoon, but never found a cemetery. It ap-
peared that it had been well logged sometime in the last 25-
30 years with roads cut all over and most likely the ceme-
tery was destroyed in that venture. We did give it a good 
shot, but sadly were not able to find anything distinctive. At 
least, for those buried in that lost cemetery, they have 
been remembered for a little while anyway. Blair hopes to 
place a marker nearby so their story will remain alive! 
 
Wednesday October 3, another day on the trail with en-
campment at the Bud Schiele Boy Scout Camp. This was a pleasant walk along the lake and the woods at the Boy 
Scout camp. Returning to camp we found our own Ronnie Lail, here after to be referred to as “chef Rone’”, had 
supper well in hand. The rest of the evening was passed watching a local daredevil perform airplane stunts, such 
as stalling his engine in a climb and then spiraling toward the ground only to restart and pull up at the last in-
stant. The militia of 1780 spent this night preparing for the fight with Ferguson at Gilbert Town tomorrow.  
They didn’t pitch tents that night and slept on their rifles. 
 

Blair, Ronnie, David & his truck, Fran and Dan do laundry. 
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Thursday, October 4, we head to Gilbert Town. It was here that Patrick Ferguson camped for two weeks and is 
the only campground that the two armies shared in the march. When the patriots arrived here on this date in 
1780, they found Ferguson was gone; the meadows of Gilbert Town were empty.  
 When we arrived to Gilbert Town, only a historical marker records the spot. Now an open field, it is hard to 
imagine that this was a hotbed of activity in 1780. We face rain today—our first since meeting in Abingdon. The 
rains let up as we set up the tents and displays for the nights programs. As we enjoyed the evening meal the 
rains returned. People came to see the program and still the rain came down. As we began the program lightning 
showed us how it could dance across the skies. With safety of all in mind, we cancelled the Telling of the Story 
this evening as the lightning refused to give way. The first time in our 33 years that has happened.    
 
It is Friday Oct. 5th. In 1780, while camped at Alexander’s Ford on the Green River, the patriots learn that 
Ferguson is retreating toward Charlotte Towne and the 
strength of Cornwallis’s British regulars.  
 After a nice breakfast outing with the ladies of the 
Griffith Rutherford DAR and we were off to the White 
Oak Plantation. This is an 1000 acre plantation that had 
been in the same family for over 200 years and now is in 
development by an Irish group. They have cleaned up and 
are protecting the original roadbed remnants that run 
through their property. Tonight we share a most enjoyable 
evening with our Irish hosts who roll out the red carpet to 
our group. We reciprocate by presenting the story! By this 
time most of our group is polished in their presentations 
and the addition of dramatic skits adds greatly as the 
story is told. 
 
Saturday, October 6, today the trail through White Oak is 

certified by the National Park Service.  A massive tent has 
been erected. Boston Butt has been smoking all night, Celtic 
bands perform, river 
dancer’s dance and we tell 
the story, more than 800 
attend and they hear the 
story. At the end of festivi-
ties, we fire a volley and led 
by a bagpiper we march 
down the trail remnant with 
many of the community in 
tow. Leading the OVTA just 
behind the piper is Sheppard 

Bowen, son of OVTA president Alan Bowen, who just returned home after 15 
months in Iraq.  If ever there is an electric moment this is it.  We are follow-
ing the footsteps.  
 
 Special thanks go to the folks of White Oak Plantation—Billie and Michael 
especially, but also Kip McIntyre and Ambrose Mills for making this day so very 
special.  A great deal of work, energy and enthusiasm went into the celebration 
and folks, it showed.  A great time at a great place.  Thanks to all.  
 

Ambrose mills (in front) portraying his ancestor of the  
same name that was hung at Biggerstaff’s. 

The newly certified segment—the 
original roadbed remnant.  
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 Tonight we camp at the Cowpens, here the patriots got their first good meal since crossing the Roan, they 
killed beeves, and striped 40 acres of corn. This ground has its own story to tell, Daniel Morgan and another 
group of Patriots took care of business here in January 1781, but that’s another story.  
 It was on this ground in 1780 that all the militias of Virginia, North and South Carolina and Georgia came to-
gether for one purpose. They knew Ferguson was retreating to-
ward Cornwallis, and they knew that they had to move fast. They 
chose the 900 best men and the 900 strongest horses and at 
9PM they rode off into the darkness. They rode off into a driv-
ing rain, locks of their rifles wrapped in shirt, frock or blanket. 
They would not fail.  This was their one chance.  They knew, 
Shelby, Campbell, Sevier and Cleveland that they would never get 
an army like this put together again.  They knew that if Ferguson 
was reinforced or reached Cornwallis their cause was lost.  They 
knew, and that drove the 900 through the dark and through the 
rain towards their reckoning and ultimately…their destiny at 
King’s Mountain.   
 For us, on this clear warm night, 227 years later, a crowd 
would gather to hear the story, the last time that we would tell the story on this march.  Each word we utter, 
each piece of the story we tell has been carried from Abingdon for more than two weeks now. We are now telling 
the story in first person, and each word is spoken with gravity, with a reverence that bespeaks the power of 
those words--the power of the intent of the Overmountain Men.  The words of this last time that we tell the 
Story this year carry through time and paint the picture of why we are here.  These are the words that define 
the story of America. This is the story of the American Spirit and what it is that makes us one people. Tonight 
we gather at a local restaurant, sadly our last evening together, some friends, and some strangers when the 
march began a couple weeks back, now the veterans and us newcomers, are all family now. Sadness starts to per-
meate the atmosphere as we realize this is our last evening meal together. 
 Sunday, October 7, we leave the Cowpens National Battlefield and head for Kings Mountain National Military 

Park 35 miles away to the east. We reach the park at 10 AM. 
The official wreath laying ceremony at the monument atop 
King’s Mountain is set for 11AM. As we march to the top we 
pass the grave of Maj. Patrick Ferguson, who had said “God 
and all His Angles shall not remove me from this spot” and as 
Alan Bowen relates “he was right, he’s still there”.  
 This battle has been referred to as “one heroic hour”, for 
in just one hour the left wing of Cornwallis army was crushed 
by a group Ferguson referred to as mongrels in a letter the 
day before. Today we were here to honor these brave patriots 
who risked all and followed their destiny. Today, many came 
forward to present wreaths in their memory. Today, some of 
us were here following in their footsteps, with a greater ap-
preciation for what they did on that damp day 227 years ago. 

Today, all left this place with a sense of pride and honor know-
ing their sacrifice, and after hearing the story! 

 
 After Kings Mountain the British found it almost impossible to muster loyalists because of what had hap-
pened on this day.  Indeed, on October 13th, 1780—six days after the battle, when Cornwallis finally got word of 
Ferguson’s destruction, he ordered the immediate retreat back to South Carolina.  An army of untrained volun-
teers had forced the retreat of the most feared and powerful army in the entire world.  That…is the story of 

Tim Massey, Alan Bowen Sheppard Bowen (behind) 
Kimberly, Leigh Van Blarcom, Fran Dahl, Bob Hardin 
and Ronnie Lail at the King’s Mountain Monument. 
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the Overmountain Men and their campaign to the Battle of King’s Mountain.  That…is why we celebrate them to-
day.  That…is why we remember them forevermore. That is why we tell the story!   
 The Overmountain Victory Trail Association is dedicated to preserving and protecting the historic trail. As 
Mike Dahl relates “when you lose a piece of the trail, you can never stand in that spot and tell the story 
quite as well ever again”. Anyone interested in helping tell the story, and protecting the trail is invited to be-
come a member and experience the trail. You may contact the OVTA at www.ovta.org. or the park service 
www.nps.gov/ovvi/.   Tim Massey, October, 2007.   
 
 

And “Mike the editor” says… 
 
 Just so you all know, this year 5,714 people heard the story.  That is 1,899 more than last year and is the 
most people we have ever programmed since this whole thing started in 1975.   
 
 It’s really quite amazing, this little troupe of ours.  Tom Holmes takes the stage first and relates how war 
came to the south and ends with the Threat.  Then Tim Massey follows and carries us through the Overmountain 
Men and how they responded to the threat and built their little army and marched south, over the mountains.  
Ronnie Lail follows portraying his ancestor Colonel Charles McDowell and speaks to the army growing.   
 Alan Bowen tells the tale of the search for Ferguson and how he was lost at Gilbert Town.  Sometimes Alan 
would carry it all the way through the battle.  Sometimes, Mike Dahl would step in and tell of Ferguson being 
found and the race through the countryside to King’s Mountain.  
 And then there was Dan King who portrayed Colonel Edward Lacy and delivered his news that was the turning 
point of the campaign—that Ferguson’s messenger had been captured and was heading towards Charlotte.   
 And of course, Blair Keller, who made a “passable” 16 year old Enoch Gilmer on the morning of the 7th of Oc-
tober.  And to Hallie Holmes and Fran Dahl and Bob Wolfe and John and Scott and Sheppard Bowen and Kim-
berly , too.  And yes, to David King who helped us see the things we missed.   
 Need to say thanks to Paul Carson also.  Paul’s support of our story telling and OVTA has truly made us part-
ners in this great endeavor.  Thanks Paul.   
 And I want to say a special thanks to the newcomers this year—Dan King, Tim Massey and Ronnie Lail.  Each 
of them brought fresh and lively energy with them.  Each was their when help was needed.  Each...fell into the 
story and helped make it come alive.  Thanks, guys.   
 
 
 
 

That’s it, 
Say goodnight now.   
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The Road to Kings Mountain  
Video. $20 plus $5 shipping 

Order yours Today! 
 
 

Please pay your 
2007--2008  

Dues! 
 

Individual Dues are $30 

Family Dues are $40 

Supporting Dues are $150 

Life Dues are $500 

Upcoming Events 

Non-Profit Organization 
US Postage Paid 

Knoxville, TN 
Permit # 909 

BOD Meetings and Activities 
Board of Director meetings are open to the public. Visitors are 
welcome to participate. All BOD meeting begin at noon. 
 
 
OVTA Board Meeting:  March 1, 2008, Sycamore Shoals.   
 
OVTA Board/Annual Meeting:  June 7, 2008, Morganton, NC.   
 
OVTA Board Meeting:  August 16, 2008 Rutherfordton, NC.   
 
2008 Campaign Reenactment:  September 23—October 7, 2008. 
 
OVTA Board Meeting:  November 1, 2008, Cowpens.   
 
 


